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Please help us identify areas with high levels of diesel exhaust air pollution 
 
Please check out our air pollution survey Do You Smell Diesel Exhaust? and take five minutes to share 
your concerns with us. 
 
We meet monthly on the last Wednesday of the month, from 6:30 to 7:30  
 
You are very welcome to attend our 1 hour monthly meeting in person or by Zoom audio or video. Our 
next meeting is on Wednesday, October 31.  If you want to ensure you are on the invitation list, please 
email info@cankc.org. 
 
Earth Day 2018 

In April 2018, CleanAirNow was able to 
participate in the Earth Day celebration in 
Lawrence, KS, and promote our work in the 
community. We had an air monitor on display 
and were able to show people what we have 
been up to. We handed out information about 
our organization and listened to community 
members’ concerns about air quality in their 
area. As a fun activity for kids, we had soil and 
seeds so they could plant their very own 
flowering plant or vegetable to take home, and 
taught them that plants produce oxygen and 
help clean the air. 
 
 

KC Regional Air Pollution Monitoring and Training Program 
 
A grant from the Shumaker Family Foundation allowed us to expand our 
monitoring and formally launch the KC Regional Air Pollution Monitoring 
and Training Program to monitor air pollution and provide training on air 
pollution and how people can protect themselves and their families in five 
communities The work under this grant is being carried out by our fabulous 
team of interns, with assistance from other CleanAirNow members. 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/TXuGSd7QQPip7XTI2
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After preliminary observations, we selected Downtown Lawrence as one of our five communities for 
monitoring and education. We have monitored for particulate matter and elemental carbon (a marker for 
diesel exhaust) using our two MiniVol portable air samplers to monitor on Vermont Street in front of the 
Lawrence Public Library and at other downtown locations where buses and large diesel trucks routinely 
sit and idle.  
 
Realizing we needed to do more sampling in very public locations, we built a couple of security cages, so 
can now securely mount the samplers about anywhere. 
 
We recently got results of our Lawrence monitoring back from the lab in Oregon, and are processing and 
analyzing the data.  We will use the results to plan for further monitoring in Downtown Lawrence, and to 
develop educational materials to share with people who live and work in the area. 
 
Loan of a Portable PM Sampler 

 
 
 

 

Kevin Kennedy, director of Children’s Mercy Hospital Center for Environmental Health, and a partner in 
this project, arranged for us to borrow a portable particle counter. Kevin taught team member Brian 
Schath how to use it, and Brian taught the rest of the intern team. 

 
This tool allows us to get immediate readings of Particulate Matter. We are using it to evaluate potential 
air pollution hotspots in Lawrence, Topeka, near the BNSF Intermodal Railyard in Edgerton, Kansas, and 
we hope soon at a Native American reservation (more information follows). 
 
CleanAirNow Air Monitoring Certificate Is Under Development 
  
CleanAirNow intern Brian Schath is developing a certificate program that will allow us to award training 
certificates to students who learn to use our MiniVol air samplers. This will be valuable for current and 
future interns, because they will be able to list it on their resumes, which will be helpful for finding jobs in 
the environmental sciences and related fields.  
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Planned installation of an air pollution monitor and community forum at El Centro in Kansas City, 
Kansas 

 
To support the Shumaker Family 
Foundation grant, Comite Civico del Valle 
in Brawley, California donated a fixed 
Particulate Matter monitor and case to 
CleanAirNow. We are working with the 
amazing community organization El Centro 
in Kansas City, Kansas to install the 
monitor on the roof of their building, and to 
hold a community forum on air pollution. 
Among our guests will be Humberto 
Martinez of Comite Civico del Valle, who 
leads what we believe is the largest 

community-based air monitoring program in the U.S., and perhaps the world.  
 
Completion of Air Quality Monitoring for the Kansas River Valley Air Monitoring Project 

 
CleanAirNow has completed air 
pollution monitoring for the Sierra 
Club-funded Kansas River Valley 
Monitoring Project. We are in the 
process of analyzing the results, which 
we will document in a written report. 
 
 
 
 
  

Participation in Rise for Climate Jobs + Justice March 
 
In September, Rachel Jefferson represented CleanAirNow and the KC region of 
the Moving Forward Network at the Rise for Climate Jobs + Justice march in 
San Francisco.  Rachel, who is co-host of the Hip Hop Environmental Radio 
Hour in Kansas City, is pictured here with Mustafa Ali, Senior Vice President of 
Climate, Environmental Justice & Community Revitalization for the amazing Hip 
Hop Caucus.  
 
Rachel marched in the People’s Climate March, and was involved in many other 
activities including a direct action at Bayview Hunter’s Point in San Francisco to 
protest the Lennar Corporation’s Shipyard “Welcome Center.” The Hunters 
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Point Shipyard is a radiologically contaminated superfund site now slated for a luxury condominium 
complex, and the Bayview neighborhood  has been a frontline community in the struggle against 
environmental racism in San Francisco for decades.  
 
Our Intern Team 
 
Many of our interns graduated and moved on to full time positions, so during August and September, we 
put a call out for more interns to join our team. We felt very fortunate to have several talented and 
environmentally passionate students join us to support our mission and project! 
 

 
 
Our team, including interns, consists of: 
 

● Eric Kirkendall, Director and founder of CleanAirNow and board member 
● Rachel Jefferson, Executive Director of the Historic Northeast Midtown Association in Kansas 

City, Kansas, and KC Regional Representative to the national Moving Forward Network, and 
CleanAirNow board member 

● Hannah Baird, Environmental Coordinator  
● Alex Bornstein, Environmental Data Analysis Coordinator 
● Cole Bunker, Mapping and Monitoring Coordinator 
● Ricardo Ortiz, Community Health Liaison for the Community Health Council of Wyandotte County 

and CleanAirNow 
● Megan Rush, Grant and Environmental Coordinator 
● Brian Schath, Air Monitoring Coordinator and CleanAirNow board member 
● April Snay, Environmental Coordinator and High School outreach Coordinator 
● Payton Templeton, Communications Coordinator 
● Aldin Tollison, GIS and Mapping Coordinator 
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Proposed Program Expansion to Train High School Environmental Science Students 
 
Last week we submitted a proposal to the Elizabeth Schultz Environmental Fund to expand the scope of 
the KC Regional Air Pollution Monitoring and Training Program to teach Advanced Placement 
Environmental Science students at Lawrence Free State High school to conduct citizen science by 
measuring air pollution around the school.  
 
Our partner, Lawrence Free State High School teacher Julie Schwarting, is going to modify the 
curriculum for her winter semester Advanced Placement Environmental Science classes to allow our 
interns to be guest teachers in classrooms and give students real world experience in citizen science, air 
pollution monitoring, and analysing air quality data.  
 
The funding requested from the Elizabeth Schultz Environmental Fund will enable us to pay interns, 
conduct lab work, and acquire a low cost particulate matter monitor to install at Lawrence Free State 
High School. This is a significant expansion of the work already funded by the Shumaker Family 
Foundation and a way for us to contribute more to the community, so we are optimistic we will be 
awarded the grant. We should know in about 60 days. 
 
Community Outreach 
 
We recently offered our services to two of the Native American tribes with reservations located within the 
boundaries of Kansas, and are meeting with one of them in mid-November to discuss how we might be 
able to help them.  
 
One of our newest interns, Payton Templeton, has previous experience with public relations through 
social media, and is bringing a valuable new set of skills to our team. She will be getting our website, 
facebook, and twitter accounts up-to-date. She will also be posting weekly blogs to our social media to 
keep the community involved and updated on our work. 
 
You might enjoy her first blog post, Meet our New Team of Student Interns. The post is also available 
through our Facebook page, and at the CleanAirNow twitter account. 
 
Merger of CleanAirNow and the Diesel Health Project & Governance Changes 
 
The Diesel Health Project and CleanAirNow have officially been merged, and our social media and web 
outlets have been updated to refer only to CleanAirNow.  
 
At the last monthly meeting of CleanAirNow, we elected two new directors. Our board of directors now 
consists of three people - Rachel Jefferson, Eric Kirkendall, and Brian Schath. Rachel is the Executive 
Director of the Historic Northeast Midtown Association and our representative to the national Moving 
Forward Network. Brian is our air monitoring coordinator and a student in the University of Kansas 
Environmental Studies Program. 
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https://www.dccfoundation.org/other-grants-and-awards/elizabeth-schultz-environmental-fund/
http://cankc.org/2018/09/meet-our-new-team-of-student-interns/
https://www.facebook.com/cleanairnowks/
https://twitter.com/MoKanCAN
https://www.northeastkck.org/
http://movingforwardnetwork.com/
http://movingforwardnetwork.com/
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As specified in our recently adopted Charter, our board, when fully constituted, will consist of seven 
directors, with the majority representing front line community organizations.  
 
Support for campaign to protect the National Environmental Policy Act 
 

As the Kansas City regional governance organization for the Moving Forward Network, CleanAirNow is 
supporting the national #ActforCommunityHealth campaign.  Over the next year or so, we will be making 
short videos, participating in social media events such as Tweetstorms, encouraging our friends and 
partners to join in, and more. To learn more about the campaign, check out the video from the last MFN 
Webinar or other information on the campaign.  
 
Google Drive link to the latest update of this document. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SnqJMWpUc6iFqZ3t5WHQd9jw3L9wKdzJob19qcLNEdE/edit?usp=sharing
https://zoom.us/recording/share/YkTka_pbhopfqSPWYvyQMJvYkiQGwgvY5S0dJXzmVPOwIumekTziMw
https://zoom.us/recording/share/YkTka_pbhopfqSPWYvyQMJvYkiQGwgvY5S0dJXzmVPOwIumekTziMw
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1XbiUcAc1O0NFhncp2JIq3bGgE0TTwn1y?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tPJ1CCB3-s6AuTWzPl0__ojCSZQ4hnncUPrg5Qk4JP4/edit?usp=sharing

